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Hamed, an Egyptian sorcerer, that he had the Devil
so at his command, that if he did but draw a circle
upon the ground, and stamp with his foot in the
middle of it, the Devil would appear, and bring as
many devils with him, as the magician stamped se-
veral times on the ground; and that upon their so
appearing, he could again send them of such er-
rands, and for the despatch of such business as
he required, whether to do good or evil, to bring
on mischief, or to prevent mischief, as he that
so called him up pleased to direct; but I do not
vouch the truth of the Devil's complaisance in this
particular, nor see the reason of it.

If the magicians in those ancient days had such
influence upon him, it is undoubtedly true that they
did him great and signal services, for, and by it; or
else Satan, who does not use to dispense his favours
gratis, must have some secret view in it, which they
or we have not yet discovered,

This great use which the Devil makes of magicians
and conjurers, is a certain discovery that he is con-
fined by a superior hand in his workings, and that
he can only act by stratagem, by cunning and craft,
not by force and power.

It is reported of a sorcerer in Rome, that he
could call for lightning and thunder whenever he
pleased, and that the Devil would produce it for
him; but that calling him up once to procure
thunder, that should burn a house, and do great
mischief, to gratify the wicked design of the con-
jurer, he told him no, he could not gratify his re-
venge so far, at least not at that time; and that the
same sorcerer did at last confess, that the spirit
which he conversed with, could show his power
many ways in a miraculous manner, but could not
do any mischief by it.

It may be true, and no doubt is so, that the ma-
gicians, were they fully empowered, and at liberty,,